
74th Annual Meeting Recap

Lincoln Electric’s 74th Annual 
Meeting of the Members was held 
drive-in style on Saturday, April 10, 
2021. Even with poor weather, we 
had 199 memberships register for the 
event at Lincoln County High School.

Attending members registered at 
drive-thru registration areas, then 
parked to listen to the meeting via 
99.9 FM. At only 40 minutes, it was 
quite possibly the shortest Annual 
Meeting in Lincoln Electric’s history.

Our auditor, Brandon Blair of Deco-
ria, Maichel, and Teague, gave a brief 
financial update based on Lincoln 
Electric’s 2020 audit. He reported that 
your cooperative is in great financial 
standing.

Members heard a legislative update 
on issues concerning electric co-
operatives from Charles Robison of 
the Montana Electric Cooperatives’ 
Association.

Lincoln Electric’s General Manag-
er, Telly Stanger, also addressed the 
membership. After acknowledging the 
employees, he updated the members 
on rate changes, power supply, and 
recent happenings at the cooperative.

Mark Hash of O’Brien, Hash, & Biby, 

Lincoln Electric’s legal counsel and 
meeting Parliamentarian, announced 
the results of the 2021 Trustee elec-
tion. For the first time ever, trustee 
voting occurred via mail-in ballots as 
per the By-Laws changes that were 
approved by the membership at the 
2020 Annual Meeting.

There were three trustee seats from 
District 6 - Upper expiring in 2021. The 
incumbents were Michael Garner, Joel 
Graves, and Ethel White. Nominations 
were made by member petition, which 
were due to Lincoln Electric before 
December 30, 2020.  Nomination 
petitions were submitted for all three 
incumbents.

Mail-in ballots were mailed to ac-
tive members with the Notice of Meet-
ing. Completed ballots from at least 
a quorum of two percent (2%) of the 
total membership were required to re-
elect the incumbents. This meant we 
needed to receive at least 97 ballots.

Hash reported that he had attend-
ed the ballot counting, which was 
conducted by a six-person commit-
tee of members who volunteered for 
the task. A total of 272 ballots were 
returned prior to the deadline.

Michael Garner received 238 votes, 
Joel Graves received 248, and Ethel 
White received 235. All were re-elect-
ed by the membership via mail-in 
ballot.

There was no old business, nor any 
questions submitted for discussion 
during new business, so the meeting 
moved to prize drawings for Luck of 
the Draw Scholarships and the Grand 
Prize of Free Electricity for a Year*. 
Please see winner information in 
sidebar.

*Free electricity for a year awarded 
at up to $150 per month for 12 months.

Drive-Up Meeting Success
Congratulations to the 

2021 Luck of the Draw 
Scholarship Winners

$1,000 Winners
Hazen Bohn

Brooklyn Butterfield
Hunter Carvey
Corwin Chaney
Kyle Durden
Katie Komac

Elizabeth Pacella
Rachael Pacella

Brooke Price
Katie Schmidt
Alyssa Utter

$2,000 Winners
Anneston Jones

Payton Reisinger
$3,000 Winner
Brooke Lane

$5,000 Winner
Zachary Durden

Winner of Free 
Electricity for a Year*

Lucky 7’s Restaurant,
Lounge, & Casino
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May is National Elec-
trical Safety month, so 
I wanted to share what 
Lincoln Electric is doing 
to promote and encourage 
safety among our employ-
ees, members, and commu-
nities. Currently, LEC has 
a 32-year record of zero 
lost-time accidents. With 
an average of 20 employees 
over 32 years of regular 

working hours, that’s more 
than 1.3 million regular 
working hours! We’ve actu-
ally spent longer than that 
being safe when overtime 
and salaried hours are 
taken into account. Consid-
ering many of those hours 
are spent working around 
high voltage electricity, in 
the harshest weather, and 
other non-ideal working 
conditions, I hope you 
find that our safety record 
as amazing as I do. In an 
industry fraught with 
recordable incidents, acci-
dents, and even fatalities, 
it’s an amazing statistic 
that LEC is proud of. 

The LEC Board of 
Trustees and management 
understand the impor-
tance of this and are aware 
that when things are going 
well, complacency can 

creep in if safety is not 
continually emphasized. 
Your member-elected 
trustees are very support-
ive of safety and encourage 
management to take the 
necessary precautions to 
provide highly rated safety 
equipment and training to 
LEC employees. This has 
never been a problem over 
the years and our employ-
ees are very appreciative 
of this fact. LEC employees 
understand the buy-in from 
the Board and therefore, 
have buy-in themselves.

LEC utilizes the safety 
training program through 
the Montana Electric 
Cooperatives’ Association 
(MECA) to provide safety 
and loss control training 
to our employees on a 
near-monthly basis. These 

LINCOLN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.

CONTACT
1-406-889-3301
info@lincolnelectric.coop
www.lincolnelectric.coop
Secure Payments: 1-833-890-6258

ALWAYS REPORT OUTAGES TO:
1-406-889-3301

OFFICE
312 Osloski Road
PO BOX 628
Eureka, Montana  59917

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday
7:00 AM - 5:30 PM

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Tina Taurman
President

Marianne Roose
Vice President

Myra Appel
Secretary-Treasurer

Becky Evins
Michael Garner
Joel Graves
Sandi Mason
Rick Peterson
Troy Truman
Ethel White

Telly Stanger
General Manager

Lincoln Electric's Board of  Trustees hold regular monthly 
meetings at the boardroom in the cooperative office. 
These are typically scheduled on the third Monday of  
each month at 6:00 pm. Members are encouraged to 
attend. If  you have any items of  interest, please contact 
the general manager prior to the meeting.

HAVE A STORY SUGGESTION?
Send your ideas to:

memberservices@lincolnelectric.coop

NEXT MEETING DATE:
Monday, May 17, 2021

Lincoln Electric
Cooperative, Inc.

BUSINESS AND BOARDROOM BRIEFS

The regular meeting of the board of trustees 
was conducted on March 15, 2021. A quorum 
of trustees was present and the board took the 
following action:
• Approved a donation of $750 to the Eureka Area 

Chamber of Commerce for Rendezvous.

Year to Date Year to Date
02/28/2021 02/29/2020

kWh Sales 28,544,566 25,853,353

Revenue $ 2,506,850 $ 2,359,495

Cost of Power $ 1,244,429 $ 1,132,125

Operating Expense $ 608,627 $ 765,955

Margins $ 422,158 $ 195,151

Number of Members 4,818 4,711

Number of Meters 6,195 6,094

Miles of Line 979 972

Total Utility Plant $ 35,191,377 $ 32,779,430

Member Equity $ 11,301,118 $ 10,053,261

February Average 
Residential Use (kWh) 2,089 1,706

February Average 
Residential Billing $181.46 $161.11

FINANCIAL
OVERVIEW

Manager’s Notes
by Telly Stanger

Be Mindful of Safety

Continued on page 8

May is National Electrical Safety Month
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Electricity plays many roles in our 
lives, from powering baby monitors, 
cell phones and lighting, to running 
HVAC systems and appliances. No 
wonder we get so comfortable with its 
instant availability that when we flip 
a switch, we expect most systems or 
devices to do the job.  

May is National Electrical Safety 
Month, and here at Lincoln Electric, 
we think it’s a great time to look 
around your home and check for po-
tential safety hazards.

Remember, every electrical device 
has a purpose and a service lifespan. 
While we can extend their operations 
with maintenance and care, none of 
them are designed to last or work 
forever. When electricity is involved, 
failures can present electrical hazards 
that might be avoided with periodic 
inspections.

Ground Fault Circuit 
Interrupters

Outdoor outlets or those in poten-
tially damp locations in a kitchen, 
bathroom or laundry room often 
include GFCI features. They are 
designed to sense abnormal current 
flows, breaking the circuit to prevent 
potential electric shocks from devices 
plugged into the outlets.  

The average GFCI outlet is designed 
to last about 10 years, but in areas 
prone to electrical storms or power 
surges, they can wear out in five years 
or less. Check them frequently by 
pressing the red test button. Make 
sure you hit the black reset button 
when you are done. Contact a licensed 
electrician to replace any failing GFCI 
outlets.

Loose or Damaged Outlets or 
Switches

Unstable electrical outlets or wall 
switches with signs of heat damage or 
discoloration can offer early warnings 
of potential shock or electrical fire 
hazards. Loose connections can allow 
electrical current arcing. If you see 
these warning signs, it may be time to 
contact an electrician. 

Surge Protectors
Power strips with surge protec-

tors can help safeguard expensive 
equipment like televisions, home 
entertainment systems and comput-
er components from power spikes. 
Voltage spikes are measured in joules, 
and surge protectors are rated for the 
number of joules they can effective-
ly absorb. That means if your surge 
protector is rated at 1,000 joules, it 
should be replaced when it hits or 
passes that limit. When the limit is 
reached, protection stops, and you’re 
left with a basic power strip. 

Some surge protectors include 
indicator lights that flicker to warn 
you when they’ve stopped working 
as designed, but many do not. If your 
electrical system takes a major hit, 
or if you don’t remember when you 
bought your surge protector, replace-
ment may be the best option.

Extension Cords
If you use extension cords regularly 

to connect devices and equipment to 
your wall outlets, you may live in an 
underwired home. With a growing 
number of electrical devices con-
necting your family to the electricity 

you get from Lincoln Electric, having 
enough outlets in just the right spots 
can be challenging. Remember, exten-
sion cords are designed for temporary, 
occasional or periodic use. 

If an extension cord gets notice-
ably warm when in use, it could be 
undersized for the intended use. If it 
shows any signs of frayed, cracked or 
heat-damaged insulation, it should 
be replaced. If the grounding prong is 
missing, crimped or loose, a grounded 
cord will not provide the protection 
designed into its performance. And 
always make sure that extension cords 
used in outdoor or potentially damp 
locations are rated for exterior use.

According to the Consumer Product 
Safety Commission, approximately 
51,000 electrical fires are reported 
each year in the United States, caus-
ing more than $1.3 billion in annual 
property damage.

Electricity is an essential necessity 
for modern living, and Lincoln Electric 
is committed to providing safe, reli-
able and affordable power to all of our 
members. We hope you’ll keep these 
electrical safety tips in mind so that 
you can note any potential hazards 
before damage occurs.

Safety Starts With You
Tips for spotting potential electrical hazards in your home

#ElectricalSafetyMonth

Safety Starts with You. 

May is Electrical 
Safety Month.

Ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) outlets 
are required in areas around water like near 
a kitchen or bathroom sink or outdoors, but 
many older homes don’t have these safety 
measures installed. If you don’t have them, 
now is a great time to get them. If you have 
some already installed, it’s important to 
routinely test these outlets to ensure they’re 
still working correctly. Image source: ESFI
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trainings can include topics as simple 
as ladder safety to more complex 
classes for MAYDAY procedures to in-
dustry-specific refreshers on pole-top 
rescue. LEC employees are required to 
attend these safety meetings. 

LEC has an internal safety commit-
tee comprised of employees who meet 
monthly to discuss safety topics, cur-
rent practices, and how safety can be 
improved. In turn, this can prompt pol-
icy updates to improve our day-to-day 
activities and allows us to work more 
safely. The safety committee members 
encourage feedback from their peers 
on discussion topics. Members are 
also rotated so every employee has a 
direct voice in what LEC is doing well 
and where we can improve.

Not only does LEC take employee 
safety seriously, but we also take your 
safety, as members of LEC and our 
communities, seriously as well. We 
keep track of scheduled maintenance 
to ensure our power delivery system 
is in superior operating condition; not 
only to deliver your electricity reli-

ably, but also safely. LEC also values 
your opinions and concerns. If you 
see something on the LEC system that 
looks odd, out of place, or just wrong, 
please give us a call. Even if it turns 
out to be nothing, we’d rather check 
a dozen false alarms than miss the 
one that could have prevented serious 
injury to anyone. Always stay clear of 
downed power lines and if you are in 
an accident that involves a downed 
line, stay in your car until emergency 
help arrives.

LEC regularly performs safety train-
ing in our communities. We visit local 
schools to give safety demonstrations, 
as well as work with local organiza-
tions, like our fire departments, to dis-
cuss electrical safety as they perform 
their duties. If your group would like 
to receive electrical safety training, 
please contact us at 406-889-3301.

While we do all we can to ensure 
the safety of our employees, members, 
and communities, safety and common 
sense are the responsibility of each 
individual. Be aware of your sur-
roundings, especially when related to 
electricity, whether you are in or out 
of your home or business. Read the 

article on page 7 for more information 
on inspecting your home and devices 
for potential electrical hazards and 
visit safeelectricity.org for more safety 
information.

Telly

Safety
Continued from page 6

Please report any safety concerns you see 
on our system, like this cracked pole, to 
Lincoln Electric as soon as you notice it. It 
can help us prevent accidents and outages.
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